b

Siorns

2005 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SAND CREEK \N REGIONAL GREENWAY PARTNERSHIP

[ )

G vas

Year 2005
Witnessed a
Remarkable

Transformation

Along the

Greenway...

Users and
supporters
oy of the Sand

Creek Regional
Greenway can look
back to 2005 as a
year of momentous
change along virtually
every stretch of our trail
system. It was a period

Zea that saw significant strides
OLL» . . . .
PHOTO BY JOHN 2y », in protecting ha}b1tat and in
FIELDER ‘g making new portions usable
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D in all three of the great cities

that the trail joins together.

Join us in celebrating
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Western Section/Comnmerce (Ciilty

Over a mile of new trail was built in Commerce City during
2005. Starting at the Dahlia Trailhead and going east to the
new Commerce City Wetland Park, the trail takes users off the
dangerous Sand Creek Drive. Rabbits, squirrels, and birds jump in
and out of the retaining walls,
providing great entertainment
for trail users.

The bulk of the funding
came from a Great Outdoors
Colorado grant from 2002.
To build the new paved trail,
$505,000 was expended from
the grant.

New trail section through Commerce City.

New Wetland Park!

The new Commerce City Wetland Park received its first planting
in April 2005. The 19-acre park is on the south side of Sand Creek
and is connected to 52nd Street near Dahlia Street. The land was
recovered from an old landfill and dumping area and was formerly

e a sand and gravel
.,..-ﬂ'{ | _? / operation.

The land was
! graded in the fall of
On a beautiful
spring day,
, 120 volunteers
l i came out to do

' the first native
plantings at the
Wetland Park.

2004 and then subjected to extensive testing to see if the water
table was high enough to saturate the low areas that had been ex-
cavated.

Satisfied that the wetlands would function propetly, the final
grading was completed and the first planting done in April 2005.
On a beautiful spring day, over 120 people came out to help put in
native plants at the Wetland Park.

Heavy spring rains turned the wetlands into ponds by May, and
waterfowl made the lakes their home. As the rains continued, a por-
tion of the road slumped into the ponds. To prevent future damage
from flooding, pipes were installed to drain the lakes when they
reached high levels and road repairs
were made in the early fall.

One of the goals

By October, ducks, Canada .
Geese, and Avocets made the Wet- 1s to restore
land Park a nightly stop. habitat. As a

first step, Russian
olives, tamarisk,
and other non-

Projects for 2006
Commerce City

» Finish the Off-road Trail

native plant

An additional three-quarters . llb

of a mile of trail needs to be Speaes wt e
constructed from the Commerce rgmoved___

City Wetland Park to 47th Avenue

at the Denver border. In 2005, the
trail was designed, land and easements were purchased, and the
money was secured. Construction will begin in April of 2006
and should be completed by fall 2006.

> Work on the Wetland Park

In the fall of 20006, the Army Corps of Engineers will perform
its final tests to certify that the Wetland Park is functioning.
Interpretive signs that
describe the wetlands
will be installed.

In fall, if funds
and volunteers
both available, more
native plants will be
added in and around
the wetlands.

are

Ducks, Canada
Geese, and Avocets
already make
nightly stops at the
Wetland Park.
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» Repair of the Trail Next to 60th Avenue and
Under Brighton Boulevard and the Rail Tracks

During a serious flood, the foundation of the
trail at 60th Avenue under the railroad tracks was
washed out. Because of the number of parties who
must approve the repairs and new designs (to prevent
future washouts), the work was delayed. Pending
final approval from the railroad company and various
government agencies, work on the trail will begin in
late spring and be completed by late summer.

» Other Trail Improvements in 2006

A trailhead will be added at the Commerce City
Wetland Park entering from 52nd Avenue, with a
parking lot, restroom, shelters, and trash cans. The
parking lot at the Dahlia Trailhead will be paved, and
an arch and signage will be installed.

One of the goals of the Sand Creek Greenway
Master Plan is to restore habitat. As a first step,
Russian olive trees, tamarisk, and other non-native
plant species will be removed from the western part
of the Greenway.

» Interpretive Signage and Way-finding Signage

In 2006, maps and directional signs will be added. The signage
will begin at the confluence with the South Platte River and con-
tinue eastward, with the final signs added after the new trail has
been completed east of the Commerce City Wetland Park.

Interpretive signage will be installed at the confluence overlook,
just east of the South Platte River, in cooperation with Xcel Energy
and the Metro Wastewater Reclamation District. More signage
will be installed at the Commerce City Wetland Park, which will
describe the purpose and functions of wetlands and the birds and
mammals that make the area their home.

Commerce City Events for 2006

By summer, signage will be installed describing the Xcel power
plant, the Metro Wastewater waste treatment facility, and wildlife
at the confluence of Sand Creck
and the South Platte River.

In late June, the new
Commerce City Wetland Park
will officially open. A public

celebration will mark the opening
of the completed off-road trail
from the Dahlia Trailhead and
construction of the new trail to
47th Avenue.

Watch our web site for sev-
eral volunteer work days along the
Greenway in Commerce City.
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REI and volunteers did a facelift for the North Side detour trail.

Middle Section/City & County of Denver

North Side Detour

In the winter of 2004 and in 2005, several major construction
projects started on the south side of Sand Creck between the former
runway tunnels and Havana Street. Each of the projects was sched-
uled to close the trail for a period of weeks or months. Knowing that
trail use would be greatly interrupted, a team designed a new detour
on the north side of the creek, from the runway tunnels to Havana.
The alternate trail opened in the spring of 2005.

In August 2005, REI Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership,
the Denver Parks and Recreation—Hands

On Denver, and strong volunteers spread
the crusher fine for almost one-third of
the new trail. Recycled Materials Company
donated hundreds of tons of crusher fine
rocks for the new trail surface. Additional
volunteers removed trash and pulled
invasive weeds, including tamarisk.

Volunteers from the M. A. Mortenson
Company moved into the area the next
week and spread the crusher fine along the
rest of the trail. Due to the incredible team
effort of all the wonderful individuals, the
North Side trail was vastly improved.

The detour trail will be in service until the trail along the south
of the creek can be opened, which will be after the new park is
completed at the confluence with Westerly Creek in 2008.
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Runway tunnels will disappear.



Student activity at Bluff Lake Nature Center.

New Trail Connection From Denver to Aurora

While a new tunnel was being built under Peoria Street in Aurora,
Denver construction workers built a new permanent trail to link to
the underpass.

The new trail goes east from Bluff Lake and turns north to run
along the bluff over the creek to the Aurora city line, just before the
new underpass. Trail users no longer have to dodge cars and wait for
lights to cross into Sand Creek Park on the north side of Fitzsimons.
Special thanks go to URS and Denver International Airport for their
assistance on the new section of trail.

New Off-road Overpass at Quebec

Work started on the new pedestrian/bike
bridge over Sand Creek, which parallels Quebec
Street on the east side. In the spring of 2006,
trail users will be able to hook up with trails
on the north side of 1-70 without getting on
Quebec or Havana streets. The new bridge will
take users from the Sand Creek Greenway trail
to a stop light at the exit ramp off 1-270 and
onto sidewalk trails that will take users into the

A new detour
will be opened
to let users access
Sand Creek Trail
by way of Fulton
Street.

Newly completed overpass and pedestrian bridge on Quebec Street.

trail detour while replacing pipes west of the runway tunnels. A new
drop-structure was built under Quebec Street after a major rainstorm
broke through the old structure.

A bit further upstream, a new dam was built after a storm under-
mined the structure that held a major sewer pipe. Finally, in late fall 2005,
the last runway tunnels at old Stapleton Airport were removed. DIA
built an excellent detour along the railroad tracks to the north of the
tunnels to be used until the trail can be rebuilt along the creek. The old
trail along the creek will be reopened through the former runway tunnels
by the summer of 2006.

Projects for 2006 — Denver
» Finish Pedestrian/Bike Bridge to NorthField

In spring 2006, the new pedestrian/bike bridge to the trails north
of 1-70 should be open to trail users. The bridge will be the first
off-road connection between southern and northern

Stapleton.

»  Restore Trail Along Sand Creek in Former
Runway Tunnels

The trail will be restored and reopened along Sand
Creek, but the detour trail will be left in place to allow
access to the Greenway after the security gates are
locked (between dawn and dusk).

new NorthField Shopping Center, north of 1-70
and I-270.

Detours and Construction

Several major construction projects took place on the Denver
section during the warm weather of 2005. Metro Wastewater built a
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» New Access From West of Havana to the Sand Creek Trail

Currently, users cannot get to the Greenway from the newly
developing portion of Stapleton without using Quebec or Havana
streets. Depending upon the pace of construction north of Martin
Luther King Boulevard and west of Westerly Creek, a new detour
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will be opened to let users access
the Sand Creek Trail by way of
Fulton Street.

» Interpretive Signage and
Way-Finding Signage

In 2006, way-finding signage
will be added to the Denver sec-
tion. The signage will begin at
Quebec and 47th streets and will
continue eastward, with the final
signs being added after the new
trail has been completed in the for-
mer runway tunnels.

Denver Events for 2006

Trail users will be able to stay
off-road from Stapleton on the
south of I-70 to the new NorthField
Shopping Center along the new
Quebec Street pedestrian bridge.

REI, Denver Parks and Recre-
ation, and the Sand Creek Regional
Greenway Partnership will hold
their third annual Work Day on
Saturday, August 5, 2006 — get it on your summer calendars now!

Eastern Section/City of Aurora

Sand Creek Park

Phase 1 of the Sand Creek Park development was completed in
2005. The theme chosen for the park is the “celebration of water.”
The park on Sand Creek began its transformation into a 100-acre
large urban park and natural area with water features, parking, and
trails. The City of Aurora spent over $1 million on the park in 2005,
including a grant from the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partner-
ship for $125,000.

New ponds were dug, sections of the stream stabilized, trails
installed, and a new parking area was constructed. The new
Fitzsimons Parkway will be open in 2000, allowing access along the
north and east borders of the Fitzsimons Campus to the new park
area. New bridges and trail connections to Toll Gate Creek are also
being constructed.

The best new feature for users of Sand Creek Greenway is
the underpass at Peoria Street. Trail users will no longer have to
cross Peoria at the light at 25th Avenue and use a narrow sidewalk
to return to the off-road trail. With the new trail connection
in Denver on the west of Peoria, trail users can stay off-street
from Airport Boulevard in Aurora to Quebec Street just east of
Commerce City.

Annual Report of the Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership

Some 125 participants discovered City of Aurora sections of the trail during a 5-K/10-K walk
during October, sponsored by Rocky Mountain Wanderers.

Progress at Morrison Nature Center at
Star K Ranch

Aurora now has three naturalists on staff at the Morrison
Nature Center. The naturalists in 2005 provided programming for
over 4,000 people. Individuals, community, and school groups are
accommodated through the center’s
regularly scheduled programs, as well

The theme chosen

for Auroras new

Sand Creek Park

is the ‘celebration
of water.”

as those “custom designed programs”
by the center’s staff. In addition,
groups such as the Rocky Mountain
Wanderers, selected Star K
Ranch for their fall event, bring new

who

users to this beautiful place.

Aurora’s new Sand Creek Park
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Colorado Masters Runners and Race Walkers carried out a

successful trail run in April, 2005. Sand Creek was recognized Sand Creek Reoional Greenwav Partnershi
as one of the "Top-ten Fitness Trails in the U.S.” for 2005 by the g Y p
American Trails Society. (SCRGP) Revenues and Expenses

Following ar SCRGP’s revenues and expenditures for 2005.
Interpretive Signage and Way-finding Signage

In 2006, way-finding signage will be added to the Aurora sec- 2005 Revenues (unaudited) = $157,050%
tion. The signage will begin at Sand Creek Park, at the city limits and
border with Denver, and will continue eastward, with the final signs o
added east of Star K Ranch. 9% 4%

19%

34%
Aurora Events for 2006

7%
Volunteers will convene at Sand Creek Park on Earth Day to 10% 17% 81 Partner Support
plant wetland plants, trees, and shrubs within Sand Creek Patk. | 2 Corporate
Sand Creek Art and Photo Contest will be held again in 2006, $200,000in construction grants | 00 3 |ndividuals
. . raised in previous years and not
The contest accepts entries from artists and photographers of all recorded as revenue in 2005. O 4 Foundation Support

skill levels and ages. The entries must, in some way, represent the

natural features of the Sand Creek corridor. B 5 Government Support

O 6 Investment Income

Trick or Treat Nature Trail is a new event in 2006. The Trick or
Treat Nature Trail will offer programs at both the Morrison Nature B 7 Event

Center and the Bluff Lake Nature Center as well as information and
“treats” along the greenway trail between the two sites.

8%

1%

O Construction *
B Development

O Program Outreach
64% O Administrative

** Includes payout of past grants for 2005
construction. Does not include $505,000 of Great
Outdoors Colorado grant expended in 2005 for trail
building in Commerce City.

Annual Work Day volunteers.
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Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership
Board of Directors, 2005

Lyle Artz, Real Property and Assets Manager
Fitzsimons Redevelopment Authority

Charles Bayley, Vice President of SCRGP
Waste Management

René Bullock, Mayor Pro Tem
City Council, Commerce City

Stephanie Foote
Laval Strategic Resources, LLC

Paul Frohardt, Water Quality Control Commission
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Mary Gearhart, President of SCRGP
TetraTech

Kathy Green
Citizen Volunteer

Michael Hancock
Denver City Council

Allegra (Happy) Haynes
Denver Public Schools

Hereford, John
Heteford Capital Advisors

Scott Jaquith
City Council, Commerce City

Alice Kelly
Citizen Member, SDC

Howard Kenison
Lindquist & Vennum PLLP

Katherine Kramer
Executive Director, SCRGP

Jim Lewien, President & CEO
Commerce Bank

John Overstreet, Deputy Manager
Denver Department of Parks and Recreation

Ted Pinkowitz, Secretary of SCRGP
Neighborhood Link, Inc.

Pat Teegarden
Schering-Plough Pharmaceuticals

Mike Serra
The Pauls Corporation

Charles Warren, Treasurer of SCRGP
The Park People
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2005 Donots

Many of the people who love the Sand Creek Regional Greenway become Friends
of the Greenway. We want to give special thanks to these who were donors in 2005.

Tom and Pam Acre

Dick and Kathy Anderson

Lyle and Sylvia Artz

Todd Baldini

Jeannine Balsamo

Neiel and Joan Baronberg
Frederick and Barbara Baumann
Charles and Susan Bayley
George and Pamela Beardsley
Ronald Benson

Jaqueline Berardini

W. Bart Berger

Lisa Berry

Carol and Howard Boigon
Vicki Boesel

Patricia Booth

Marilyn Brown

Ginny Brannon

William Brown

Rene and Debra Bullock

David Burnett

Paul Burrell

John Huyler and DeAnne Butterfield
Nadine and Al Caldwell

Sue Cannon

Megan Castle

John and Ann Chafee

Kevin Classen

Paul Cockrel

Jacquelyn Wonder and Frederic Conover
Ken Snyder and Beth Conover
Jack and Ginny Cooper

Tom and Lucy Creighton

Frank Danicic

Keith Davidson

Dick and Zyla Deane

The Denver Foundation
Donnell-Kay Foundation

Keith Desrosiers

Michael Dowling

Gary Drendel

John Hereford and Andrea Dukakis
Robert Potter and Marcy Dunning
Benita Duran

Richard and Luella Eason

R. Eisenbud

Sharon and Bill Elfenbein
Wendy Emrich

Lee Palmer Everding

William and Janis Falkenberg
Jim Fallon

Charlotte Faris

Traci Ferguson

Mira Fine

Linda Fisher

Rob Fisher

Gregory P. Fletcher

Stephanie Foote

Warren and Virginia Foote
Sally and Michael Ford

Sean Ford

Alan and Katherine Fox

Dick and Helen Francis
Charles and Marie Frederickson
Nancy Freed

Carol Friesen

John and Angela Frink

Paul and Darcie Frohardt
Georgia Garnsey

Mary Gearhart

Robert Gehler

Joanne McGee and Bill Gorham
Carol Gossard

Tom Gougeon

Gertrude Grant

Great Outdoors Colorado
Kathy Green

Trish Green

Mark Griswold

Kate Kramer and Brian Guernsey
Haddon Foundation

James and Laura Hahn

Fred and Jane Hamilton

Gary Hammond

Michael Hancock

Glen Hanket

Robert Power and Dennis Hanson
Linnea Brown and David Harmon
King Harris

Allegra “Happy” Haynes

Bruce and Susan Heitler
Joseph Hodges, Jr.

Mike Holwegger

Scott Jaquith

Franklyn and Marti Judson

Cynthia Kahn

Alice and Terry Kelly

Howard Kenison

Louis and Rose Kennedy
Andrew and Margaret King
Richard and Susan Kirk
Shana Kirk

Richard Klingenstein

Leslie Madsen and Paul Kluck
Bill Kramer

Eleanor Harrison and Gedeon LaFarge
Holly Lange

Zoe and Jack Lappin

Lederer Foundation

Pat Teegarden and Chris Leding
Lynn and Peggy Lehmann
Jim Lewien

Ingrid Lindemann

Jay Lombardi

Tom and Mary Anne Looby
Cameron Wolfe and Dan Love
Betsy Mangone

Stephen Marsters

Reverand Dr. Paul Martin
Roger and Barbara Mattison
Pat and Hugh McClearn
William and Evelyn McClearn
Jim and Carole McCotter
William and Virginia McGehee
Keith Miller

Wendy Mitchell

Jamie and Matt Moyer
William and June Murray
Cynthia and Jerry Nagel
Newton Family Fund, Inc.
Kathleen Niesen

Steve Norris

Charles Oleson

Jarrold Olsson

Laurene Owen

John Overstreet

Howard Payne

Barbara Pearson

George and Barbara Peck
Perry Peine

Jim Perlberg

Andrea Sanford and James Perry
Renie Peterson

Bradley Pierce

Ted and Susan Pinkowitz
Dennis Piper

Mara Porper

Amy Pulver

Arlene and Jerry Raskin

Gene and Pauline Reetz

Steve Rhodes

Myra and Robert Rich
Elizabeth Richardson

John and Lori Ross

Scott Rudd

Ruth Ryan

Mark and Beth Samuelson
Harj Sandhu

William Sarni

Suzette Riddle and Steve Schott
Philip Schmuck

Charlie Senz

Mike & Marie Serra

David and Joy Shaller

W.J. Shoemaker

Don Simpson

Morgan and Julie Smith
Susan Stanton

Mary Jo Stark

Sloan Stevens

Steve Stutzman

BJ. Sullivan

John Suthers

Katherine and Ludvik Svoboda
Stephanie Takis

Heidi and Scott VanGenderen
Joseph Wagner

Deborah Wallace

Charles and Emma Warren
Tim Waymire

Brian Weber

Terry and Jolene Whitney
William Wilbur

Dan Love and Cameron Wolfe
Willis Wood

Joe Woodward

Lester and Marianne Woodward
Ruth Wright

Bob and Linda Zaparanick
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Those of us who treasure the
wilderness experience owe thanks to
these generous corporate sponsors!

w ’ Waste Management Inc.
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